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workers were armed, and Chiang Kai-shek, arriving
with the Revolutionary army a few days later, found
his battle won for him.
All the world knows the sequel: it has been made
the theme of one of the finest of modern revolu-
tionary novels.1 Chiang Kai-shek had learnt how to
make his peace with the Shanghai bankers and the
foreign interests; within a month the workers' army
had been disarmed and the massacre began. This
was the precise moment at which the split between
the Right Kuomintang and the Left (which included
the Communists) developed into open warfare.
When five thousand of his fellow-revolutionaries,
and the friends he had worked with most closely,
perished in the suppression of the Shanghai rising,
Chou En-lai, who had been among the first arrested
and condemned, escaped to Wuhan through the
help of an old Whampoa friend. His fate from that
time was the fate of the revolution. He was in each
successive rising: Nanchang, when Chu Teh formed
the first Red Army; Swatow, when for the last time
the Communists tried to hold a seaport; and that
most desperate venture of all, the Canton Commune.
Here he came together again with Yeh Chien-ying;
after the collapse of the Commune, the latter escaped
to Moscow and remained there for two years. In
1931 both succeeded in reaching the Soviet district
in Kiangsi and Fukien, and they had been with the
Red Army ever since.
Now in Sian, when they met with Chiang Kai-shek
again, and not as strangers, Chou was Political Com-
missar of the First Front Red Army, Deputy Chair-
1 La Condition humaine,  by  AndrS Malraux   (translated into
English under the title Storm in Shanghai).